Occurrence and distribution of rhizobiophages in Indian soils.
Soil samples from 30 fields in neighbouring districts of Varanasi were screened for rhizobiophages on 60 Rhizobium strains. Plaques were observed on five strains: P1, P5, SU391 (R. leguminosarum), CB756 and 32H1 (Rhizobium sp.). Rhizobiophages infective on one or more of the five strains were present in all fields. There seems to be no correlation between presence of phage and the standing crop or the pH (7.1-8.2) of the soil. Eight distinct rhizobiophages have been isolated and characterized for host specificity, plaque morphology and maximum titer in broth.